Medical students' attitudes to old people and career preference: a comparison of two universities.
Medical students' attitudes to old people were compared at broadly similar points in their education at two medical schools, one with a department of health care of the elderly (Nottingham), the other without such a university department (Leeds). The students were tested at both schools before their clinical training in care of the elderly, using a modified Rosencranz-McNevin semantic differential scale to measure general attitudes to old age, and a Likert scale to measure attitudes to medical care. Questions were also asked about career preferences. Both groups of students showed similar general attitudes to ageing. The Nottingham students showed more positive attitudes to care of old people, and this was reflected in career preferences.